
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Tuesday, 5 September 2017] 

 p3302a-3302a 
Ms Margaret Quirk; Mr Mark McGowan 

 [1] 

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN JOBS BILL 2017 

369. Ms M.M. QUIRK to the Minister for State Development, Jobs and Trade: 

Before I ask my question, I warmly welcome the students from Ashdale Secondary College in my electorate. 

I refer to 4 500 people currently out of work in the electorate of Girrawheen and the terribly high unemployment 
rate of 20.5 per cent. How will this government’s landmark jobs bill ensure that there are more opportunities for 
people in my electorate and how will this legislation ensure that local jobs are protected and supported should we 
experience another downturn in the economy? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 

I thank the member for Girrawheen for the question. I note the important concern she has about employment in 
Western Australia. That is why, as a government, we will be introducing our jobs bill tomorrow. This is one of the 
most significant measures ever taken by a Western Australian government to ensure more local content in our 
state—not just in Perth, but across Western Australia. For the first time in eight and half years we have 
a government that is committed to local jobs and making a concerted effort to make sure there is more local content 
out of the government spend which, as we know, is many billions of dollars each and every year. From this point 
forward, if suppliers want government contracts, they must commit to local participation plans. Those suppliers 
that win government contracts will have their participation plans incorporated into their contracts to ensure 
promised local jobs are provided. This initiative will apply across government and also to government trading 
enterprises like the Water Corporation, Western Power and the like. Under Labor we are promoting diversification 
of the Western Australian economy. We are raising the capabilities and interest in local content and businesses. 
We are going to increase apprenticeships and training opportunities for Western Australian business and we are 
going to make sure that local businesses are given a fair go. 

This initiative is supported across the board. Both unions and the business community want to see action when it 
comes to local content in Western Australia. We will introduce this legislation this week. We expect that it is 
supported by all parties in the Western Australian Parliament to ensure it goes through the upper house. We have 
a focus on local jobs and local content in Western Australia in the future so we can ensure that more 
Western Australians are the beneficiaries of employment, local businesses are the beneficiaries of government 
contracts and we get more jobs in Western Australia, which is important for all of us. 
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